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Background: Cook County and participating municipalities in the county developed a hazard mitigation plan 

to reduce risk from all hazards by identifying resources, information, and strategies for risk reduction. The 

federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires state and local governments to develop hazard mitigation 

plans as a condition for federal disaster grant assistance. To prepare the plan, the participating partners organized 

resources, assessed risks from natural hazards within the county, developed planning goals and objectives, 

reviewed mitigation alternatives, and developed an action plan to address probable impacts from natural hazards. 

By completing this process, these jurisdictions maintained compliance with the Disaster Mitigation Act, achieving 

eligibility for mitigation grant funding opportunities afforded under the Robert T. Stafford Act. The Annex can be 

viewed on-line at: 

    http://www.cookcountyhomelandsecurity.org/ 

Summary Overview of the Plan's Progress: The performance period for the Hazard Mitigation 

Plan became effective on September 26, 2014, with the final approval of the plan by FEMA. The initial performance 

period for this plan will be 5 years, with an anticipated update to the plan to occur before September 2019. As of 

the reporting period, the following overall action plan progress can be reported. Please see Hazard Mitigation 

Action Plan Matrix Table in Annex: 

 ___out of ___actions (____%) were reported as being complete.

 ___out of ___actions (____%) reported no action taken.

Purpose: The purpose of this report is to provide an annual update on the implementation of the action plan 

identified in the Cook County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan. The objective is to ensure that there is 

a continuing and responsive planning process that will keep the Hazard Mitigation Plan dynamic and responsive to 

the needs and capabilities of the partner jurisdictions. This report discusses the following: 

 Natural hazard events that have occurred within the last year

 Changes in risk exposure within the planning area (all of Cook County) Mitigation success stories

 Review of the action plan

 Changes in capabilities that could impact plan implementation

 Recommendations for changes/enhancement.

http://www.cookcountyhomelandsecurity.org/


The Hazard Mitigation Plan Steering Committee: The Hazard Mitigation Plan Steering Committee, 

made up of planning partners and stakeholders within the planning area, reviewed and approved this progress report at 

its annual meeting held in fall of the reporting year. It was determined through the plan's development process that a 

steering committee would remain in service to oversee maintenance of the plan. At a minimum, the Steering Committee 

will provide technical review and oversight on the development of the annual progress report. It is anticipated that there 

will be turnover in the membership annually, which will be documented in the progress reports. For this reporting period, 

the Steering Committee membership is as indicated in Table 1. 

Table 1 
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Natural Hazard Events within the Planning Area: During the reporting period, there were (__) 

natural hazard events in the planning area that had a measurable impact on people or property. A summary 

of these events is as follows: 



Mitigation Success Stories: (Insert brief overview of mitigation accomplishments during the 

reporting period) 



Review of the Action Plan: Table 2 reviews the action plan, reporting the status of each action. Reviewers of 

this report should refer to the Hazard Mitigation Plan for more detailed descriptions of each action and the prioritization 

process. Action items are located in table Hazard Mitigation Action Plan Matrix of your Annex. You can retrieve your 

annex at http://www.cookcountyhomelandsecurity.org/hazard-mitigation-plan 

Address the following in the "status" column of the following table: 

 Was any element of the action carried out during the reporting period?

 If no action was completed, why?

 Is the timeline for implementation or the action still appropriate?

 If the action was completed, does it need to be changed or removed from the action plan?

TABLE 2  
ACTION PLAN MATRIX 

Action Number

Action Taken Y/N Action Item Description 
Status (X, 

O, C, R, N)

#  — 

Status Description: 

#  — 

Status Description: 

#  — 

Status Description: 

#  — 

Status Description: 

Completion status legend: 

 N = New  O = Action ongoing toward completion
C = Project Completed  R = Want Removed from Annex            X = No action taken 

http://www.cookcountyhomelandsecurity.org/hazard-mitigation-plan
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Completion status legend: 
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Public review notice: The contents of this report are considered to be public knowledge and have been prepared 

for total public disclosure. Copies of the report have been provided to the governing boards of all planning 

partners and to local media outlets and the report is posted on the Cook County hazard mitigation website. 

Any questions or comments regarding the contents of this report should be directed to the primary and 
alternate points of contact:
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	Status 3: The project will be conducted in three phases to construct three underground detention structures and relief sewers to improve effectiveness of the storm sewer systems and help alleviate flooding problems. 
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	Status 8: In February 2018, Wilmette adopted the 2018 version of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District's Watershed Management Ordinance. The ordinance requires local agencies tributary to MWRD to adopt an inflow and infiltration (I/I) program by July of 2019. This includes developing a program to address I/I on private property.  
	Status 9: In April 2018, the Village adopted the 2018 MWRD ordinance.
	Status 10: This project was completed in 2014, however repairs and replacements are made as needed.  
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	Status 13: When staff is available, high water marks are observed and recorded during storm events. 
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	Name: Kyle Murphy
	Title: Chief of Police 
	Address: 710 Ridge Road
	Address Cont: Wilmette, IL  60091
	Phone: 847-920-3510
	email: murphyk@wilmette.com
	Name 2: Alex Cease
	Title 2: Asst. to the Village Mgr/Asst. to the Chief of Police
	Address 2: 1200 Wilmette Avenue
	Address Cont 2: Wilmette, IL  60091
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	Mitigation: On July 24, 2018, after a comprehensive review of alternatives and extensive public engagement, the Village Board voted to move forward with the Neighborhood Storage Improvement Project (NSIP).  A contract in the amount of approximately $1,102,582 with Christopher B. Burke Engineering Ltd. for preliminary engineering and design services associated with the NSIP. The NSIP project consists of constructing three underground detention structures and associated relief sewers to improve the effectiveness of the existing storm sewer system. The project is estimated to reduce structure flooding for 71% of the homes inundated by flooding in a ten-year storm event. The concept plan shows underground detention structures at Centennial Park or Community Playfield (Phase 1), Hibbard Park (Phase 2) and Thornwood Park (Phase 3). Phase 1 also includes approximately 5,500 feet of new relief storm sewer (referred to as Phase 1A) in critical areas of the system that are not served by detention storage. This contract includes preliminary engineering (30% design) for all three storage facilities as well as design and bidding services for the first phase of the project.  The Village anticipates this project will cost approximately $50 million dollars upon completion. 

The Village Board Determines a Path Forward on Stormwater Improvements following five years of study, and an intensive public education campaign, the Wilmette Board of Trustees voted on April 17, 2018 to pursue a stormwater improvement project to address flooding issues for residents who live west of Ridge Road.

Ultimately, the majority of the Board of Trustees voted to proceed with Neighborhood Storage improvements at an estimated cost of $48-55 million.  While this was the most affordable option under consideration, it was also the option that could be completed in the shortest amount of time thereby providing more immediate flood relief to many Wilmette homeowners.

As part of this determination, the Village Board added three cost-effective components to the stormwater improvement plan which include: A commitment to green infrastructure;  Upsizing of two relief sewers to provide flexibility to and options for potential future sewer expansion; A commitment to study the effectiveness of the improvements upon completion and identify additional projects as appropriate.

The Village will now begin to work cooperatively with the Wilmette Park District, as well as the schools and other units of government whose assistance will be needed to complete this project, in order to ensure the underground storage improvements are implemented in a timely manner and in a way that maintains the character and quality of any affected parks or other public property.  The Village’s goal is to be ready to commence work on the first neighborhood storage project at Community Playfield or Centennial Park by fall 2019.  The Village thanks the hundreds of residents who participated in the ongoing discussion about stormwater management over the years and, more importantly, in recent months, as the Board and staff worked to identify the most cost-effective solution.

In addition, in July 2018, a contract in the amount of $59,750 with RJN Group, Wheaton, IL for Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Services west of Ridge Road was approved. In response to widespread sanitary-related flooding in the separate sewer system west of Ridge Road, the Village implemented a multi-tiered approach to address sanitary sewer backups. Reducing non-sanitary flows in the sanitary system will improve the performance of the sewer system and reduce the severity and frequency of sewer backups. From a regulatory perspective, the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD) has recently adopted changes to the Watershed Management Ordinance, also adopted by Wilmette, that require local agencies tributary to MWRD to adopt an inflow and infiltration (I/I) program by July of 2019. This includes developing a program to address I/I on private property.  In addition, in April 2018, the Village adopted the February 15, 2018 version of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District’s Watershed Management Ordinance. 
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